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Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi  

real name:  

Ibrahim Awad All al-Badari al-Samarra  

WHO WAS THIS TERRORIST? 

The presentation of  his profile was made in  
January 2011 



Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi 

DEAD! 
28 July 1971 – 26 October 2019  

             



Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi 

Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi leads the Islamic State of  Iraq and Syria. 
He is a shrewd strategist, a prolific fundraiser and a ruthless killer. 
The United States has a $10 million bounty on his head. 
(Increased to $25 million in 2017.) He has thrown off  the yoke of  
al-Qaeda command and just took his biggest prize yet in Mosul, 
an oil hub that sits at the vital intersection of  Iraq, Turkey and 
Syria. 
And in just one year of  grisly killing, he has in all likelihood 
surpassed even al-Qaeda leader Ayman al-Zawahiri in 
international clout and prestige among Islamist militants. 



Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi 

“The true heir to Osama bin Laden may be ISIS leader Abu 
Bakr al-Baghdadi,” wrote The Washington Post’s David Ignatius. 
He is “more violent, more virulent, more anti-American,” a 
senior U.S. intelligence official told the columnist, Baghdadi is 
now recruiting fighters from other Zawahiri affiliates, including 
al-Qaeda’s Yemen branch and the Somalia-based al-Shabab. 

Agence France-Presse says, “Whereas Baghdadi has done an 
amazing amount — he has captured cities, he has mobilized 
huge amounts of  people, he is killing ruthlessly throughout Iraq 
and Syria…. If  you were a guy who wanted action, you would go 
with Baghdadi.” 

  (Aliases, Abu Duaa and Dr Ibrahim Awwad Ibrahim Ali al-Badri al-Samarrai.) 



Info after 2011 presentation

Abu Bakr Al-Baghdadi became the Iraqi-born leader of  
the Islamic State of  Iraq and the Levant (ISIL). The group 
has been designated as a terrorist organization by the 
United Nations, as well as by the European Union and 
many individuals states, while Baghdadi was considered as 
Specially Designated Global Terrorist by the United States 
until his death in October 2019. In June 2014, he was 
chosen by the majlis-ash-shura, representing the ahl al-hall 
wal-aqd of  the Islamic State as their caliphate.



Info after 2011 presentation

Baghdad was directly involved in atrocities and human 
rights violations conducted by ISIL. These included 
genocide of  Yazidis in Iraq, extensive sex slavery, organized 
rape floggings, and systematic executions. He directed 
terrorist activities and massacres. He embraced brutality as 
part of  the organization’s propaganda efforts, producing 
videos displaying mass crucifixions, sex slavery and 
exceptions via hacking, stoning, and burning. 

On October 26, 2019 he killed himself  and three children 
by donating a suicide vest during the Barisha raid 
conducted by the Joint Special Operations Commands.



                 First Impression

  
Tough  
Distrusting 
Angry 
Determined 
Not present 
Mean spirited 
Dangerous 



Non-Verbal Leak (NVL)

SL 1 - Pain 
SL 2 - Anger 
SL 3 - Control by : 

Defiance 
Determination 
Disbelief  
Distrust 
Intellectualization 
Self-doubt 
CER* 

*Calculated Emotional Response



Statement of  the NVL

“I am in pain, I don’t belief  what 
happened to me, I am angry 
about that. I’m not authorized to 
express it, so I control it by 
holding in, and intellectualize the 
feelings.”

A mugshot photo of Baghdadi detained at Camp Bucca, Iraq, 2004

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Camp_Bucca


Goodfield Personality Type 3 
Searching for the truth with a big “T” 

Goodfield Personality Characteristics  
“The Doubter”

•	Sense of  duty 
•	If  trusted extremely loyal   
•	Difficulty with criticism 
•	Group give a secure feeling   
•	Ambivalent risk taking 
•	Sympathetic  
•	He prefers to be alone instead of  lonely 
•	Team player 
•	Puts “team needs” before self  
•	Duty bound      
•	Vivid imagination 
•	Ambivalent about success 



Clinical Profile Discussion 
“The Doubter”

Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi can be very condemning, without 
reaching a “verdict” that he dares express, sometimes even to 
himself. His holding back, nevertheless these feelings seep 
out in a condescending way.  

Conflicts are created, that recreate the distrust over and over 
and reinforce this strategy (distrust as the main SL 3 in 
Goodfield terms). And from this arises all kind of  related 
behavioral, physical trouble and psychopathological and 
interpersonal problems.



Clinical Profile Discussion 
“The Doubter”

Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi can be passive or outright orally 
aggressive, which looks less violent, but can be very 
destructive. It is often a projection of  his own emotions on to 
others, and therefore, judgmental towards others. Especially 
when it is presented in a two-valued system of  logic.  

He is balancing and weighing every aspect of  his 
unconscious struggle daily. This of  course, makes him the 
true heir to Osama bin Laden and the natural ISIS leader. In 
this role he is free to work through his deeper unconscious 
issues as a logical extension.



Clinical Profile Discussion 
“The Doubter”

Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi, when feeling distrustful, 
contracts and withdraws. This he does much of  the time. 
When he senses that things aren’t as they should be, he 
has anxiety which he denies on a conscious level. And 
definitely denies it to his followers.  He probably engages 
in some ritualistic behavior to reduce the stress.   

Due to his old tendency to hold back as a child, Abu Bakr 
al-Baghdadi  felt as if  he was without the necessary tools 
to express his deep need for contact. Only later, perhaps 
during his imprisonment, did he develop the mental 
strategy to find safety and solace in words. It came in the 
form of  his distorted translation of  the Koran.   



Clinical Profile Discussion 
“The Doubter”

Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi with his dogmatism provides 
justification for his “true believer” followers to commit 
barbaric actions straight out of  violent biblical times.  

His followers find “freedom” to act out ID impulses as proof  
of  their love for the Koran and Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi 
translation and teachings. 

To his followers they are convinced without a doubt that 
they are waging a Godly war where beheadings, mass 
murder on a genocidal scale including rape and the 
slaughter of  children is justified, sanctioned and approve. 



Clinical Profile Discussion 
“The Doubter”

The word of  the Koran provided the tools he needed to 
“think” his way out of  his feelings. Moreover, his unique 
translation of  the Koran allowed him to intellectually 
rationalize the extraordinary repressed aggression within 
his system. 

This two value orientation, off  the Koran reduces his 
anxiety as it becomes a mystical “truth” freeing him from 
the responsibility of  his genocidal actions. 

With this overall major distrust, relationships in general, 
and especially with women, tend to be difficult and 
troublesome. A fact he would deny. 



Clinical Profile Discussion 
“The Doubter”

Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi withdraws into his world of  
organized words to reduce the stress within himself. When 
pressed for contact, he can always find a legitimate reason to 
avoid it, “I am too busy trying to “out think” others with the 
tools I developed with ISIS.” 

He is a natural teacher in quest of  the “perfect student” to 
teach.  His self-concept is to do his duty and display what up 
to him, is divine inspired “good behavior.” He places the 
well being of  his team before his own interests, of  course, it 
goes without saying that he is the guidance regarding Allah's 
will.



Clinical Profile Discussion 
“The Doubter”

Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi, draws followers, particularly young 
ones, who are rebellious against authority figures and now find 
justification and authorization to strike out with violence and 
repressed rage against any who would question their actions.  

Sexual and aggressive impulses form the “seductive package” 
skillfully being sold in Hollywood type promotions found on 
the Internet.
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